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58 CHRISTIANITY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE

purpose and aim, which Plato had declared to be
the first condition of the future State. Nor were
some of these people less radical in their rejection
of the morbid civilisation and their shaping of the
ideal. The minds of men were so irresistibly
drawn to this ideal by the action of religious and
socio-ethical forces that the idea of a millennium
reached a pitch of development that forcibly recalls
Zeno's ideal social order.










































72 CHRISTIANITY IN GREEK PHILOSOPHY

It must have been the thought of this philo-
sophy of the poor that caused one of the first
defenders of Christianity, Melito of Sardes, to
describe his religion as “Christian philo-
sophy.” The Bishop of Sardes explains how
the Christian philosophy, which was first
propagated among the barbarians, began to
flourish under the illustrious sovereignty of
the Emperor Augustus, and then kept pace
with the progress of the imperial power.”
Thus the Christian bishop acknowledges that
Christianity, which he calls “our philosophy,”
was older than the Roman Empire, and he
regards it as a special providence that the
Empire was gifted with this foreign religion
and its blessings.

* Eusebius’s Church History, iv. 26.






















































































































































116 THE COMMUNISTIC CLUBS

an organisation in which the incipient social
fermentation of the Roman Empire combined
with the religious and philosophic forces of
the time, and created the new Christian
culture.















































































































THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 153

on certain days, and so the foundation of a
common fund has been laid (2 Cor. viii.
and ix.).

It is the same process of organisation that
has led in the thirteenth chapter of the Zeacking
of the Twelve Apostles, a second-century work,
to the rule that the members of the community
shall bring their “first fruits "—the first results
of their economic production—to the teachers
of the community.


























































































THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH !83

to his own faith. Child of God, Son of God,
Kingdom of God—all these are now mere
Church-phrases, not the language of our age.
No one now understands them in the streets
and the market-places; they are all but
unintelligible even to the faithful within the
Churches. But this raises the question of
the future of Christianity, and of religion
generally. It is a question that we do not
find lightly thrown out by a few sceptics; it is
proposed by history itself—a living question
of humanity.
















































